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I am ready for a day’s work!  Good morning to you all!  Each of you has an awesome calling for this year as a Mom to Mom leader.  We’re going to work as a team, “Building Believers.”
With any project, you’ve got to be prepared.  And I am ready!  I’ve got my overalls on.  Here are my safety glasses.  I’ve got my ear plugs and my bandana for the sweat.  My hat’s on.  Most importantly, I have my tool box packed with all the essential tools. I am ready for the task at hand: building believers!
Think on what all we can do as a team.  You try to build a house by yourself and imagine the years it would take.  But work with a group such as Habitat for Humanity and the house is up in days!  With careful planning, houses can go up in minutes :)  It’s a team effort.  Look around you at our team!
So, you’ve been called to be a Mom to Mom leader...what tools will you need?  Let’s open our tool box to see how God equips us.  He is entrusting us with the ability to work with these young moms. And He promises never to give us more than we can handle. (I Corinthians 10:13)   
First we need a blueprint.  Every job has instructions.  Our “blueprint” just happens to be over 2000 years old, and God’s directions are as sound now as they were then!  Our foundation both as individual moms and as leaders of small groups is based on Jesus Christ.  We have the awesome task of sharing His love with those who know Him and those who don’t.  Stand firm on His word.  Your Bible is your greatest tool!  Open it frequently.  We want His message to be clear.  There is no better place than the instruction manual to help one stay on task.  It remains in your toolbox at all times.
We all need a hammer for strength and power.  Slam this baby down and watch that nail take root!  Remember “the joy of the Lord is our strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)  We’re making progress if we’re rooted in Him.
The flashlight: we all need light to see what we’re doing.  Sometimes the space is dark that we’re working in and God will shed the appropriate amount of light.  He assures us “He is the Light.”  And our light is to be on display, not hidden. (Mark 4: 21-22)  We are to “walk in the light.” (I John 1:7)  Let’s follow His directions to the “T.”  Let your light shine before men Jesus says in Matthew 5:6  so that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  Awesome task!
A screwdriver attaches things one to another.  God promises us that “when two or more are gathered together, He is there for us.”  (Matthew 18:20)  Power in numbers!
Safety glasses: Fix your eyes on Jesus so you will not grow weary and lose heart.  See things from His perspective.  (Colossians 3:2)  Set your minds always on things above and not on earthly things!!
Tape Measure - Measure up.  In Ephesians 4:11-12, God talks about our different gifts.  Our oneness in Christ doesn’t destroy our individuality.  It is crucial that we use our tools and gifts for the benefit of the kingdom.  Take a moment to do some measuring.  Are you using your tools to strengthen the Kingdom?
Saw: The saw is used to cut things to fit, basically to cut out the waste.  “It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.”  (Hebrews 2:10)  See how God fit us into His plan!  He became a living, breathing human being through Jesus Christ - then sacrificing His son for us.  Now we are eternally connected.  He made the perfect fit!
Pliers and/or a wrench allow you to get a grip!  Remember “all things are possible with God.”  (Matt. 19:26)  As you apply pressure to tighten up the bolts on your relationship with your moms, sometimes it’s easy...other times it takes a wrench.
Level:  And don’t we all need this?  Remain level-headed, relying on God’s direction in all situations.  “My feet stand on level ground; in the great assembly I will praise the Lord.”  (Psalm 26:12)  Psalm 143:10 states “teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.”  Stay in constant touch via prayer with our Lord!  He’s available 24-7.
A file and sandpaper smooth out the rough edges.  We’re all a work in progress.  Allow God to work in you this year.  He wants you as His tool.  Let Him smooth out any rough spots.  Remember from Paul’s letter to the Philippians (1:4-6) that He who began a good work in you will carry it to completion.  
Duct Tape is my youngest son’s favorite tool for any project.  He thinks duct tape is the solve-all!  It does stick well.  “They all joined together constantly in prayer!”  (Acts 1:12)  Let’s stick together like the disciples did.
Nails:  Use your hammer to smash the nail.  Nails are connectors.  Our connector  is Jesus Christ.  He is the master builder...and our connection.  We can accomplish so much stuck together. 
Ultimately, God connects us through the cross.  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.“ (Gal. 2:20)  Take this nail with you as you begin your task knowing that He will provide for your every need.  Jesus is the reason we’re in this together.  Pray for how God will use you as His tool this year :)  WE ARE A TEAM OF BUILDING BELIEVERS!  Build on your relationship with our Lord.  Build one another up.  Build up your moms...and have fun doing it.  Allow God to do a “good work in you.”  Your moms will reap the blessings, but you’ll be amazed at the blessings you’ll reap!  You will find that as you grow your women; you will also grow.  The building goes on...
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